Proper 10 A 2020  			If You Plant It, It Will Grow
Matthew 13: 1 – 9, 18 – 23
(based on a sermon by Rev. Robert A Holst – in Concordia Pulpit Resources)

Are you an optimist or a pessimist?  Are you the glass is half full or half empty kind of person?
Planting a garden tests one’s spirit.  Why plant if nothing results because birds, rodents, insects, weeds or scorching heat can ruin the crop?  Despite potential failure, an optimist plants.  An avid gardener lives in the confident hope of a rewarding harvest.  Not every seed may produce, but enough will to make it all worthwhile.
In our Gospel reading, Jesus compares sharing God’s Word to planting a garden.  Using worldly realism that includes a lot of failure, he calls us to faith and to action.  Reflecting on His teaching and promise, our sermon is titled “ If You Plant It, It Will Grow”.  Our goal is to grow in faith that produces fruit of the Spirit, including the desire to be planters of the seed of God’s Word.
1.  You Plant It.  It will grow.  The promise tests our faith.  Jesus promised to give life to all who believe in Him.  God wants all people to come to the knowledge of salvation.  The wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal life for all who believe in Him.   
God’s Word will not return void.

The first example of planting is for the birds.  In my garden plot, I trampled the dirt down to make a path in between the garden bed so that I can walk there to water and to weed.  This hard path does not allow seed to penetrate or grow.  It gives birds the opportunity to snatch up the seeds there.

Many things in our post-modern world and culture provide open ground for the devil, the wicked world and our sinful human flesh to rob people of the Gospel before it takes root.  Thinking that denies God’s Truth and promotes what is good in our own eyes hardens the heart and doesn’t even allow God’s word to be sown.

2.  Planting on rocky soil.  When developers begin to build subdivisions, they remove all the fertile top soil first, leaving many rocks beneath the surface.  Those buried rocks all the seed on shallow soil to germinate rapidly and then die rapidly.  They have no roots to sustain through hot weather.

Circumstances such as our covid 19 pandemic may cause people to flock to church not out of faith in God’s forgiveness but out of fear of what disaster may strike next.  People may turn to God during a crisis but when it is gone, so is faith.
3.  Planting in the midst of so many weeds.  After a garden is planted there are so many weeds that pop up it can frustrate the most experienced gardener.  The tiny microscopic seeds of the weeds grow behind your back while you are weeding.  
The weeds grow faster and thicker than the good seed.  It can lead to choking out our faith.  Jesus presents a challenge for faith in the good times.  Running after riches in life, and living for pleasure can certainly choke out faith.  Jesus warns us about our many worries of not having enough, doubting God’s promise to take care of us as if life is up to us to sustain and the deceiving value of material things.  
When people put faith in winning lottery tickets for the “good life” their faith is being choked.  Lottery winners soon find that they are no more happy after than before their lottery winnings.  Life is not about the abundance of our possessions.
4.  If You Plant it, it will grow.  Jesus gives a wonderful promise in planting the good seed of His Gospel.  A bountiful harvest is to be expected.  Even though birds eat, rocks heat, and weeds choke, the good soil germinates and nurtures plants and gives a rich harvest.

God promises that His Word does not return void.  It accomplishes what He intends.  His purpose is to have all believe in His Son for eternal life.  His harvest is extraordinary.  After a gardener toils through a hot summer of weeding and keeping critters away, one bite of a juicy, sun ripened delicious tomato, makes it all worthwhile.  You forget about all the sweaty toil and frustration.

In the same way, God’s planted Word in us grows and has produced sanctified lives of rejoicing.  Instead of staying away from studying God’s Word because it brings too much pain and frustration, God changes us and the Holy Spirit turns us around to share the love of Christ with many others.  It is a joy to share the love of our lives, a merciful Saviour who continues to make us grow in faith through His Word and holy sacraments.
Gardening can be frustrating.  Plants die.  Endless weeds demand attention.  Birds may rob you of seed.  Yet despite losses, when you pick sweet fruit in the harvest, all the hard toil and time is worthwhile.  How much more worthwhile is the planting of the seed of God’s Word?  The devil may plunder, hot times may kill, and worries may destroy, but God’s harvest is certain.  Today we celebrate the truth.  When you plant God’s Word, it will grow.
